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CHAIRMARN'S REPORT — Autumn 1979

When teldnz up & new post, 1t is fieult To lmow exsctly where to
start. Therefors let me begin this ile h“leuLar by bringing everyone up to
date on tne subject of 2dninis trztion,

Since the sad loss of our late Cheirmen and founder, Guy Crittall, the
committee was elected at the last Annuel Genersl Meeting as follmwa=—
Chairman = Ian Rumley-Dawsen; Sscretsry = Clifford Pereival; Treasurer =
Golin Green; Committee = Hichard Enight, Evelyn Stewsrt, Jchn Ball,
Egwin Cawkell, Kelvin Cawte, Mary Killiner, We hope that you will give
us your full support, and we will be speci=lly interested to hear about
any new ideas or suggestions thei you moy ecare to offer, so that we can
schieve the main gim of the "Friends" which iz to improve the Ressrve.

It was suggested at the last 4.G.M. that the commititee should lock into

new ways of remising funds for the Heserve, To this end, we will be holding

a public legture in Rye, which we hope will not onl; rzige funds but also

make people more swere of the imporisnce of the RAsserve as far =3 wildlifs

is concerned, &s well as ic emphasise the educationz] value that it has to
offer. Haturally, we zlso hope te recruit more members so that we havs
inereased moral and finsnecisl support for the future as well, Full details

of this event on Sqaurnay 24th Iovemoer,1979 are enclesed with this Ueysletter,
Please come zlong and help meke it & success, and of courae do please give it
as much publicity as possible, A4sk your lacal shop/library/school/village hall
to display the enclozed leaflet now, Tell ynLr neighbours or better still,
bring them sleonz on the evening, t will be suiiable for children and you may
leorn something new about the Reserve =25 well.

In the Worden's report, Richard mentions the coming of the new hide at the

ezst end of Ternery Pool. However, this is only the start of interesting new
developments in that area, There zre slso plons to improve the islands there
2 Well, tat of coirse oll this t:kea iime and mﬁﬂﬂ‘. This is why we resally do
noed your support. In faet duri g recent wisit to the Reserwve 2t Hye Harbour
by one of the high officisls of the Royel Schet for the Frotection of Birds
{(Sendy), he was hesrd to remerk thet he thousht it wes just as good a place for
birdwatching as lMinsmerelll So you see it is well worth the effort.

¥ow for the bad pewz., 4 enticned in the last Newsleiier; some recent
ohanning applications in th bﬂhr eres hove given rise to concern. Ooae is

for yet another propcaed merine warehouse uniis ete. on the river Hother, this
time on the west bank. However, the plaoning application which will more directly
affect the Reserve, is the one for incrossed sailing, water ski-ing (that means
noisy power boats) and other sporting activities on the sdjacent Casile Waier
Estates Alrcrslt that now land end izke—off on thot estate, alrsady cause
disturbance to wild life in the erec of the Reserve, A4fter receiving -over 100
leiters of protesi against these planning appliezations, and after a public
meating attended by npp”ﬂXLJﬂuhlI 200 Ioezl people, most of whom were agrinst

the epplications, the Couniy Couneil havs now justi reeenily approved both of themill
Heedless to g=y, all the mejor noture conservotion sceleties in Bast Sussex as well
&8 many loeal PFD;ﬂL are making further protests to hisher authorities, such cp the
Department of the Environment, loesl Merbsrs of Parlisment and the Ombudsman,
Obviously in a short report like & details of 2ll the aspecis invelved
cannot be explained. However, suffice say that your commitiee will be
keeping = tight eye on the whole situstion 23 it effeects the Heserve,and we are in
close liaison with 211 the otker natural history sccieties.
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bkg far ns the wildlife is concerned,thls yesr's breeding season has ceriainly bLEﬂ
most successiul,with & record number of itern chicks being reared to the flying stage.
Thiz has in no small measure been dus to the tireless efforts ond inventions of
Richord Knight and his Assistant Warden Pam Hoddon,ineluding the exesllent backing

of oyer 90 volunteer wordens, To 211 thosze who foek part in operntion Tern Weteh this
yecr-many thanks. Let us hops that we can kesp the whole team together for riext year
az well,



FAIERDS OF RYE HARBOUR HATURE RESERVE

Dear Frisnds,

The spring speculetion for e ye=z
to meke as virtuslly eanything can h=pps
However, 1 felt that with & T

results should Legin to show,

teat 21l years wes rather a risky prophesy
when dealing with the natursl world.

te
o

aw plan in its third year some satisfactory
+h

The problem of meintaining a breeding sencturdy of terns and other shore birds
are meny fold, Zspecizliy in the well pomulaied south—cozst where the demands for
human recreationzl arezs constantly zrow, At Fye Harbour Hature Heserve it h=s been
possible to form senciuary zoress away from the forsshors without hindrance to the
genersl public wishing to wisit the seashore. This combined with o private road with
restricted vehieular access but enzbling management and wardening work to be carrisd
out moat effectively, makes the R.E.F.H. 2 more Tortunate coastal nesting srea than
many sites in the south-east.

Careful habitat mensgement and constant wardening from May-Auszust, as many of
you kmow 211 to well having spent hours tern watching end baby sitting, is now the
scheme of things from yeor fo year,

The knowledze gainsd during 77 ond '78 2nd the invaluable determined help from
you all has paid real dividens this yesr. The huzs now island sres built by the usunl
4 dny Enoster working parties was barely finished before the common ferns were eyeing-it
~up with the result thet 40 psirs nssted end rearad at least 45 young to the {lying
stege., While on the open shingle our new design of electric fencs to control the
movemgnt of foxes apparently worked and a sotisfactory fledzing success was achieved,
29 peirs of little terns nested, the most for 10 years, &nd reared 13 youngz to the
flying stage. A satisfoctory resuli despite & problem kestrel with a distinet taste
for little tern chicks. Ringed plovers nesting within the eleetric fenced areas also
had o good year.

Looking to the future and improvemsnts proposed for the coming winter, it is
hoped to build and position = sscond hide zi Ternery Focl. TFlanning congent was
granfted ecrlicr this yeor for both the hide and some slight altersticon to a nearby
footpath. A& generous grant of £500 has been recelved from the Sussex Oralthological
Society and the project will hopefully be completed by pext spring. OSome extension
to the electric fenced sanctuery ereas is also planned and of course furthsr work to
the islands in Ternery Fool.

With the help of zoll concerned the future seasons have promise of a more releaxed
bolence, & real pontrol to the ars=g' distrezsed stzte prior to the sstablighment
of the Noture Heserveo.

Yours gincerely,



