The Friends of
Rye Harbour Nature Reserve

A registered charity (No.268535) founded in 1973 to aid in the establishment and
management of the Nature Reserve within the Rye Harbour Site of Special Scientific
Interest, (known as the SSSI).

CHAIRMAN: Michaal Saville SECRETARY: Liz Blackwell

TREASURER: Frank Clarke MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: Peter Philpot

COMMITTEE: Steve Denny, Bob Greenhalf, Peter Greenhalf, Frank Palmer,
Stefan Wiener, Anne Yates (Tern Watch Organiser)

WARDEN: Dr. Barry Yates ASSISTANT WARDEN: Dominic Funnell.

NATURE RESERVE ADDRESS:
2, Watch Cottages, Nook Beach, Winchelsea, East Sussex. TN36 4LU. Tel: 0797 223862

Mobile: 0850 B&67177

SUMMER 1984 NEWSLETTER NUMBER 48.

WARDENS®™ REPORT

APRIL 1584

The first records for spring miarants
were Swallow (4th), Ring Ouzel and
Willow Warbler (10th), & Common Tern
{12th, but the next noted were 2 on
18th), Black Redstart (16th), Whimbrel
(17th), Sedge Warbler (18th), Cuckoo (the
late date of 21st), and Redstart (30th).
Most migrants were scarce, but Sand
Martins were very common this year with
flocks of over 200 regularly over Castle
Water from 4th.

The end of the month provided some
very good bird records; Merlin, 6 Velvet
Scoter, 7 Red-breasted Mergansers and
2 Eider on 2ist, adult Iceland Gull on
22nd, Spotted Redshank and a female
Montagu's Harrier on 29th

MAY 1884

The best bird during the month was a
Whiskered Tern in full summer plumage
(Fth and 8th), but almost as unusual for
the Reserve was the number of Jay
records, with 1 on 26th April and 10 on
8th May. Wader passage this spring was
good with a Nature Reserve record of
416 Whimbrel roosting {on 2nd, with the
last seen on 22nd), other birds of note
included: Golden Plover (8th), Ruff on 4
dates, up to 27 Bar-tailed Godwits,
Black-~tailed Godwits, Greenshank on 7
dates, Black Terns on 5 dates (including
4 together on 3rd), Whinchat on 2 dates,
Blue-headed Wagtail from 23rd April and
2-5 Scaup (until 16th). Raptors were well
represented: an unidentified Buzzard
(2nd), a Peregrine (13th), a "ringtail"
Hen Harrmer flew out to sea (22nd),
Meriin were noted (29th May and 3rd
June) and several Hobbies. Some of the
more typical spring rarities were;
Temminck's Stint (13th), a calling Quail
(20th), up to 2 Roseate Tern (7th-21st),
a female Garganey (31st), Little Egrets
on 4 dates including 2 together (30th),
a "probable" Purple Heron at dusk
{(22nd} and a male Kentish Plover (30th).
However, the best news of the month
was that Avocets made their first ever
(but unsuccessful) nesting attempt at
the Wader Poaol.
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JUNE 1994

There were an interesting number of
"winter birds" still present: a female
Wigeon at Ternery Pool all month with an
additional pair in the area untl at least
13th: there were up to 3 male and 2
female Pochard until mid-month. & drake
Scaup was stll at Ternery Pool until 5th
and a pair of Common Scoters were at
the Long Pit (7th). On 12th there was =
flock of 5 Snow Geese and a Barnacle
Goose!

Common Sandpipers on 6 dates: Little
Gull on 7 dates including a superb adult

JULY 1994

A good month for nesting species with
good fish numbers allowing more than
100 young Common Terns and 15 Little
Terns to grow rapidly. The fledging
success of Little Terns was greatly
reduced by male Kestrels, There were
also regular sightings of up to 3 Roseate
Terns and 5 first vear Common Terns.
Another new nesting species for the
Reserve was Cormorant, a pair nested
unsuccessfully at Ternery Pool.

Returning waders were evident with the
first noted as: Greenshank (ist), Grey

Plover juvenile (3rd), Whimbrel (3rd),
Little Ringed Plover (4th), Turnstone
juvenile (9th), Dunlin juvenile (8th),
adult Curlew Sandpiper, the first of
zeveral on  13th, Knot on 15th,
Sanderling and Little Stint on 17th and
there were up to 6 Green Sandpipers at
Castle Water.

displaying to an unimpressed first year
bird. Avocets were present throughout
the month, but did not make another
nesting attempt. Other highlights were a
female Serin (1st), a Black Kite over the
Reserve (5th), a female Montagu's Harrier
that roosted overnight (9th/10th). For
the first time since 1986 Sand Martins
nested in the area, with 2 pairs
successfully raising young in a sandy
bank wvery close to Castle Water.

The first returning Curlew were noted
on 22nd with a roosting fiock of 15.

The 1893 Annual Report is now available
from the Nature Reserve address for
£1.50p plus an AS sae.

MANAGEMENT OF THE NATURE RESERVE

The workparties have, for the first Hime, continued throughout the year and have greatly
helped the Wardens. Weeding, island landscaping (both building up and knocking down),
Ragwort pulling, fence dismantling and construction, putbting in stiles and gates. Without
the extra help, progress with Castle Water would have been very slow. It has not always
been hard physical work, we spent a day counting Stork'sbill plants (for the weevil - see
below), we found and photographed the weevil (to be shown at AGM - don't miss it) and
sometimes we just went looking for orchids, butterflies and damselflies !

Tasks over the next few months will include Willow and Bramble cutting, island building,
hide and fence construction and much, much more. So if you would Tike to help with some
of the practical work of the Nature Reserve please join us at 10am at the Information
Centre on the first and third Tuesdavs of each month.

A great deal of the Wardens' time this year
has been spent controlling two species of
thistle, Creeping and Spear, in the grassland
of Castle Water, This has been a huge problem
this year, but hopefully the effort needed will
decline as management of the grass improves.

The plans for Castle Water over the next few
months include the hiring of machinery to re-
profile part of the pit edge and create another
large island and then, hopefully in February
we can start the building of the hide
overicoking the pit near to Camber Castle.
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THE SPECIES LIST KEEPS GROWING!

The Management Plan for the Nature Reserve includes a comprehensive list of species
recorded within the Reserve (excluding marine species). As of April this year this included
2,227 species and is summarised below, but already there are nearly 2,300 species.

LEPIDOPTERA 332 \‘

DIPTERA 213 COLEOPTERA 560

SPIDERS 115 ——

HEMIPTERA 87 — &
HYMENOPTERA 57 — =
OTHER INVERTS. 101

FLOWERING PLANTS 347

BIRDS 238

OTHER VERTS. 40 f NON-FLOWERING PLANTS 138

Despite this huge number of species there are many gaps in our knowledge, for example,
only 4 fungi have been identified ! Even some of the well studied groups, like the beetles
with 560 species, have many more species t¢ be found and I would hope that the total will
reach 3,000 species by the end of the century.

More important than just the number of species is the number of rare and endangered
species that occur on the Nature Reserve. To increase our knowledge of the distribution
and habits of these species the FRIENDS have funded a project that will employ an
entomologist for a few days each year to gather more information. This will enable the
Wardens to manage some habitats for the rare species. After a couple of visits we have
identified 48 new species, including 2 scarce species, and learnt a lot more about our very
rare weevil, Limobius mixtus. This tiny weevil was thought to occur in only one small patch
of sand at Castle Water, and nowhere else in Britain. However, it is not so threatened now
because we found it at another patch of sand at Castie Water some 300 metres away! The
weevil lives on just a single species of plant, Stork'sbill, and we will be studying the
plants distribution and counting the numbers of plants in a few areas each vear.

MARITIME HERITAGE TRAILS

The RYE BAY PROJECT is a new initiative from East Sussex County Council that aims to
bring together and help the various countryside projects in the area. It has an office at
111b High Street, Rye that is open most Tuesdays and Wednesdays,

The project is creating circular walks to be known as Maritime Heritage Trails which will
look at all aspects of the countryside near the coast. Several of the trails will include the
MNature Ressrve.

The first trail starts at the Rye Harbour car park, and then takes you to the River Mouth,
Ternery Pool, the old lifeboat house, through the Wood, the southern part of Castle Water,
the planned birdwatching hide, Camber Castle, the northern part of Castle Water and Rye
Harbour Church. The trail is now "waymarked" by finger posts with green bands and
directional arrows. There are to be leaflets and several interpretive boards on the Trail.
The first board is in place near the River Mouth, entitled, 500 Years Of Coastal Defence.
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BEEACH FEEDING AND THE BEACH ROAD.

The Beach Reserve is owned by the National Rivers Authority in order for them to maintain
the sea defences, taking into account the following;

- The prevailing wind is from the south-west and this moves shingle along the

Sussex coast from west to east.

— The mouth of the River Rother is kept straight and clear of shingle to allow

for maximum drainage and easy access for shipping.

- Along the Beach Reserve there is a "soft defence" of shingle.

- Along Pett Level there is a concrete sea wall, but it needs shingle in front

ef it to protect it.

Shingle accumulates at the River Mouth where it is excavated by dragline and loaded onto
lorries to be transported westwards as far as ClHff End. Most of this activity takes place
in winter. There has been some conflict between the lorries and other people using the
road and there is also an element of danger if people do not get right off the road when
lorries are passing. These problems led to some signs being put up, discouraging the use
of the road, but I hope that there will scon be some improved signs.

Next year there will be a new "terminal groyne" at the River Mouth to reduce the loss of
shingle into the river. This will be constructed of larae granite blocks and should provide
a new habitat for intertidal plants and animals and may encourage a pair of Rock Pipits
to stay and breed.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY — 1994

Monday, 29th August. PLANT & PRODUCE SALE. In aid of the FRIENDS, to be held
in the Winchelsea Beach Village Hall. Cakes, plants and
bring-and -buy items will be most welcome, preferably on
the day, or beforehand to the Warden at the Reserve
address. Anyone with new ideas for different or additional
stalls please contact Liz Blackwell (0424) 753016.

Tuesday, 13th September. WADERS AND OTHER MIGRANTS AT PETT AND RYE HARBOUR.
Meet at Bam at Pett Pools (TQ9014) or at 10am at Dog's Hill
Road toilet block (TQ817160) for a circular walk around the
Reserwve, returning about 1pm.

Saturday, 17th Sepitember, ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. At Community Centre, Rve.
Meeting staris at 7.30pm. Agenda and accounts enclosed.

Sunday. 18th October. WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT OF CASTLE WATER. A three hour
circular walk to look at principles and progress! Please
book with Barry: 0797 223862,

Saturday, 19th November. THE CASTLE WATER CIRCULAR WALK. Leaflets available @
20p, with a chance to go inside Camber Castle. Meet at Sam
at the Brede Lock car park TQ920198, returning about mid-
day.

Sunday, 18th December. WINTER WILDLIFE AT RYE HARBOUR. Are there any Swans,
Partridge, Geese and Turtle Doves for Christmas?

AND 1995 !

Sunday, 1st Januarv. START YOUR BIRD YEAR LIST HERE. Me=st at Information
Centre at 10am, returning about 1pm.

Sunday, 12th February. MARITIME HERITAGE TRAIL. A long circular walk as
described above. Meet at Information Centre at 10am,
returning about 2pm. A picnic stop at the Castle.
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1,
4.

FRIENDS OF RYE HARBOUR HATURE RESERVE

Motice of the 2&nd.Annual Ganeral Meeting
to be held

on
Saturday 17 September 1994
at 730 pm
Ln che Rye Community Centre, Conduit HLLL

AGENDA

Apologles for absepce
Conflemaction of the Minutos of the Annual General Heetlng
hald on 8 May 1993, (Coples of the Minutes will e on
display in the Hall.)
Any mattara arilsing from the Minutes
To vecelve and approve the Committes's Repoct foe tha
poarlod aince | Januacy 1943
To recelve aod approve the asudited pecounts for the peclod
L Januoaey 1991 to 31 March L1944,
Amendments to the Constltution
a)l to provide for a Vice-Chaleman
b) to provide for the Memberahip Seccetacy ne oan Officer
c) to bring the Wardon bfnto che Conscitution and cloacify
hin svatus
Ma to amend the quocum of the Committeo
@) to alter the number of "electod mambora' on the
Commlitten.
Coples of the esxlsting Constltution will be on display Ln
tho Hall.
The AGM 1a nsked to consider and approve the Eollowing
amendnenta
Clavse 3 Insert "a Viesa=Chalemon' after '"Chaleman'.
Insect "and o MHembecahlp Secretary’ after "Honocary
Tressurer',
Cluuae 4 Delete 'of the geoup' In the flrat line as
UNNECHESIATY .
Delete 'not more than 7, not Lless than 4, (elacted
membera) and subatitute "Five'.
After 'elected membera', delete Eull-atop and
insert 'together with the Warden for the time
belng of Rye Horbour Moture Resecve who shall be
a member ex-cfficlo but who ahall pnot have a vota
and whose presegnce ahall not be taken Lnto account
when forming a quorum.'
Delete the last sentence dealing with the quorum
and Lnsert '"Four members of the Committes, at least
two af whom shall be Officers, shall form a
guotum.
Clause 17 Insert 'Membership' before 'Secretacy'.

[Wote: under clause 18 the Constitution may only
be amended by a two-thirds majoclty of members
votlng at an AGM. ]

7. Eleccion of the Committee for 1994-95,
ANY NEW NOMIWATIONS FOR THE COMMITTEE, DULY SECONDED AND
ASSENTLED TO BY TIHE HOMINEE, SHOULD BE SENT [N WHITING TO
THE ION. SECRETARY AT 'Bowerhurat',4 Bower Clasde,

St.Leonarda-an-5an THIT TIX HOT LATER THAN WEDNESDAY 1b
SEPTEMBER.

Under clavses 3 and 5 OFflcers and membees of the Committes
shall hold offlce untll the next AGM when they will reotice
but are eligible for re-election from year to year. The
outgolng Committes 1s ns follows:

Chotleman Michaml Saville

Hon. Seeretacy  Liz Blockwell

Hon, Treaasucer Frank Clocke
Stove Danny Pater Philpot ex=offlelo
Hob Groonhoalf Stafon Wienor
Peter Geoenhnlf Anne Yates

Frank Palmere
Stafan Wienar wishes to retice. The ecemalnder offer
thamaelves for re-aloctlon.

(o} Te anmounce the namos of any nemlnotlions to secve on
the Committea.

(b) On the assumption that the amendments to the
copatltution set out In Ltem 6 arve agreed, and if

thera are no nomlnatlona, Lt Lo eocommended that
the Commlittas foe Hacnscw should be:
Cholrman Michool Saville
Viea=Chaleman Hiklki Frith
lHon. Secretacy Liz Blackwell
Hon. Tranaucer Frank Clarka
Membershlp Secretary Peter Phllpot
Stave Denny Pate anum=r=ww
Bob Graenhalf Frank Palmer

: Aune Yatog
8. Appolntment of Hon.Auditors, currently Roger Bailley and
Michael Russell.

The AGH will be folTowed by an Interval for refreshments and an
appoctunity to buy some of our Friends' aales goods, leafleta
and ceports. There will be s raffle to help pay far the hire of
tha Hall.

After the lnterval there will be an illustrated talk by Barry
Yates descrlblog the management of the Hature Heserve and some
af its intereating wildlife.
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Income and Expenditure
with the "new styla"

mson

S FOR 1993 /94

"gld style"
for compa

balance sheet to be found overleaf.

FRIENDS OF

the

iz
iz given

ACCOUNT

Below
account.
This

RYE HARBOUR NATURE RESERVE

Friands of Wye Harbour Nabuee Reserve Ipcome & Expendliture as dab 31at March 199

[HCOME EXFENDITIRE
GENEHAL, FuND 1992 1993/4 GEMERAL FUND L3032 199734
Subs & Donsg 11,473.24 15,607.03 Printing mkco. Hitl B83.75
Sales of Pubs aokeo 1,00%,.02 GOG.AD Poak Newslokbkors A27.51 479 .57
Covenants eno L, 013,59 2,131.3% Statlonery abo 191.93 208,44
Events 131,53 4%1 .57 Pooks ote Ml 27.9%
Sundrics 16.13 Mil Salwea Goods MNil 201.25%
Interest 1+935 .84 BOZ2.00 Equipment 202.18 MLl
Savings afca Sundry Expenson 237 .46 376.51
Mogmb Commi b beo 2.%90.087 GO0, 00
Aat Warden GEC, 00 il,620.00
Land Purchage 20,000,040 Nll
Largpal Fees Hil 235,00
Room Hice Nil Il.6B0
LAMNT FUNTE LAND FUND
Inkerast 2,697,000 1,854.0908 Land FPurchooo 20,000.00 Ml
Donaktliona 950,00 B23.50
Exceas of Exp 21,852.70 Excoan of [noome 15,113,086
aver Inocome ovoer Expendlburs
44, 279,95 2L,970.13 44q,279,95 201,978,113

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 3lak MARCH 994

ACCUMULATED FOND 38,118,210 51,232.07 CURRENT ACCOUNT i52.12 325.44
GENERAL FUND 10,690, 48 10,000,749

LAND FUND 26,722.26 42,705,684

C. GREEN FUND 345.35 NLl1

Ja,1ia.21 53,232.07 g 118.21 53,232.07

Treasurers Note: Assets ko be shown at 31.3.94. wore stock valued ab £572.00
and the Wardens cottage valued at £48,000.00 at cost.
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