FRIENDS OF RYE HARBOUR NATUEE Autumn 1978

Dear Friends,

This i= only & short note to introduce the Warden's report. 1978 has certainly
been a special year on the Reserve and it is entirely dus to Richard's extremely
hard work and unbounded enthusiasm; we owe him a great deal.

Une or two additiomal pieces of news have cropped up. We gave £70 towards the
electric fencing and other devices used in an sttempt to deter predstors attacking
the Little Terns and are now trying to find an electronic device to set off a scarer
when the Little Terns are disturbed at night. Sitting up 211 night shouting and
banging the ecar door when you can sez nothing is not 2 very rewsarding occcupaticn.
Hlectronics experts please step forwardl We have just bought a replscement "fridge
for the cottage but are still looking for a small chest of drawers and henging
cupboord. Please let Miss Stewart knmow if you can make any offers or suggestions.

The Water Authority have given us the timber for the framework of the extension
to the hide but we shall have to buy the weatherboarding; roofing, etc. Richard
glso has plans to deepen the eastern end of the pool to make the islands sccure for
nesting and an excavator will have tc be hired for this. 1 hope these few notes
will show that we are pulling our weight and the funds being usefully employed.

The Infermation Centre is being well used by the public, and the Winter opening
will be 12 noen to 4.0 p.m. on Wednesdays, Soturdays and Sundays until 3lst March.
It is zlways good to have somecne around, so eny volunteers will be very welcore.

Finnlly, ‘=s you 211 know, Miss Stewart has wanted to retire os Hod. Secretory
for a yesr or two. In addition I have not been at all well 211 this Summer ond may
well be forced ic resign =t the next AGM.

Plense come to the next meeting prepared to nominate replocements or preferebly
send names to Miss Stewart befcrehond. T shall miss it, but it's ne good pgoing on
if one connot even walk to the hide!

Yours sincerely,

GUY CRITTALL  (Choirmen)

Dear Friends,

I hope 1978 will go down =5 2 year of resl progress in the Reserve!s history:
not only in the field of education with the opening of the Information Centre, but
oles of importent sucecesses and discoveries which will grestly influence the future
management of the Heserve.

During the 1978 nesting secson 28 peirs of common terns nested successfully
on the new improved islands in the Ternery Pool. A very significant stes for the
survival of this species in the Rys arez.

Ternery Pool in yesrs past had a thriving c¢olony of ferns and gulls, but human
interference and lack of habitst maintenance during the last twenty years coused the
steady decline ond the finrl desertion noted in the esrly seventies. The dwiadling
tern eclony, moving to the sultable nesting island at North Podint Pit ccress the
river, continued to survive but only just. The coleny declining from the 90 pairs
found there in 1974 to the 25 pairs recorded in 1977. Egg collecting and vondolisn
beirg the major foctors for the deeline.

1t hos long been thoupht thet if the terns were to survive in the Rye orez ther
mist rocilonise the now protected islands at Ternery Pool.

Cbecrvations st the pool during 1977. howewer, concluded that the ol islands
were too low, lieble to flooding and at the critiesl time - enrly May - were offering
ingufficient spocc free from possible flooding for the birds to neet in any nunbens
cther than in excepticpally dry years. One must be a2ble to offer suitebls safe
ecnditions however wet the year.

(cortinuzd...)



With this ip mind and no likelihood of g contrcl over the water levels in
the forescenble futurs, an cltermstive plan was put into operstion during the
winter of 1977/8 to slter quite drasticelly the choracter of the islands.

Considerable menuzal labour was enlled for and blisters, bruises and duckings
werc given willinglyli? The work is expected to continue for a further two or
three yenrs and we're zlways on the lock-cut fer mere help - if you are szble, ploose
let me knowe  The next full-scale work party, incidentally, will be next Emster.
weckend. Come along and sseor help on any of the four days of the helidny: meet
at the Information Centre at 10.00 or ot Termery Pocol frem 10,15. Mony honde
mzlke very light work.

liow for the bad news. Some heart-breaking discoveries were made during the
1977 =nd 1978 sessons concerning the open shingle arens of the Reserve and the
birdes that nest there.

Cbservations during 15977 revealed 2 serious predetion problem affecting
all prouncd nesting birds. This year during our 24-hour protection progromme
poarticular emphasis was put on the detecticn and observation of nocturnal
predators. The resulis were Horrifying.

dmong the srecies observed were: little owl, feral cat, and badger, bui
these appeared to be of little sipnificance. fAnother species, and a particularly
terrifying one if you happen tc be a little tern or & ringed plover with young
chicks cr eggs, was found to be particularly common. This was the fox. Thraee
or four, possibly more, were systematically quartering the shingle every night
in search of prey. The result wzs devastating.

Fortunately these foxes were not ksen to swim and consequently the island
nesting birds were left unhermed. 411 cther ground nesters, however, i.c. little
tern, ringed plover, oystercatcher, redshank, lapwing and skylark, expericnced
censideranble losses. In a single night seven little tern chicks and four clutchee
of eges were taken by s single fox. Thie year's 14 pairs of littlc terns
persisting cnly to rear three chicks to the flying stage. The poor success is
due entirely to fox predcticn.

The recognition cof this problem is s positive rdvancement - firet identify
your enemy. The next consideration ighow — and indeed if - we should influence
the so-called natural balance in faveour of the weaker. Not forgetting that man
is already 2 major influencing factor.

I knew what I propose to do. Wh=at would you do? I am interesied o know
your feelings, write and let me lmow. Lesve things alone to lock aficr themsslves,
FTOU MSY SaY. Sheuld we? Or should we step in and helpr the bipds?

Ycurs sincerely,
RICHAKE KNIGHET

Warden.



