NEWSLETTER *

The Friends of
Rye Harbour Nature Reserve

clo. 1 Coastzuard Cottages, Rve Hartbour, Rye, Easc Sussex,
T3l 7Ts.
Telephc-e: Eye (0797) 223862

A Tegistersd chariry founded in 1873 tc ald in the establishment and msintenance of the Narure
Reserve within the Hye Harbowur Site of Epecial Beientific Ioterest, (knowm es the S555I),

CHAIRMAN:; Ign Rumley-Dawson. VICE CHAISMAN: Cl:fford Fercival. TREASTRER: bar Bonhnm,
SECHETARY: Miss Liz Blackwell. MEMBERSHIF SECRETARY ; Peter Philpot.
COMMITTEE: Stevt Dweony, Bob Greepbaif, Fater Greenhallf, Frank Pelper, Mrs. Anne Yates,

Ir. Barry Tates.
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WARDEN'"S REPODET. Dr. Barry Yates,

The weather continues to be 8 major topic of cooversetion oo the Heserve, with extended pericds of
cojd, wet nnd windy westher throughout the epring and summer, It seems impossible for any of the
animals To bhave had &8 successiul breeding sesson, buot some did.

Great Crested Grebe - the ooly swceessfoel peir was on Ternery Pool,
whnere ther reised 2 wvoung (for the first tiee there). Little
rebe — only fousd op Terpery Pool, with 5 peirs reising shout
11 voung. Tuftod Duck - 8 broods appearsd on the Pool and 20
young survived to fly. One brood was caréed for by a female
Mailard! Oystercatcher - 20 pairs nested on the Bepch Besgrve
wiih ppod hatching success, but only B young were raised, During
bad waather in June st lesst 2 peirs deserted their egps. Ringed
Plower = 51 pairs mested {(the most ever recorded oo our Reserve)
gnd becuuvse of their long breeding season, and sbility to replace Lemo=taties hel
lost cluiches or younmg, They produced = grear nosher of young to the h
ilying stage, perhaps 75, Lepwing - around 23 pairs nested oo the Beach
Aeserve, bur despite gpood hatching swuccese, they reared less thao 10 young. Redshank - 15 pairs
produced young on the Beach Reserve, and =ost reised some to fiving, totalling about 25, Sandwich
Tern - no nesting this yeer sod far fewer sdulis arcund all gumser. Compon Tern - this year all
nesting attempis wore concealed op the large island at the east end of Terpery Poal. These were
eetizated at 6070 pairs producipg saround I young per pair, Little Terns - the largest population
recorded sioce the Reserve wos established, TE pairs, but they reised only 10=12 young
to fiyiog. Most nest losses were prtributed o roosting large gulls end many chicks
wierg Tekapn by & Ecstrel breeding in Camber Cestle. These losses ware
exagereted by the poor weather thet maede fishing wery difficult for the
adults. GSsnd Eertins - locel birds were shsenmt until 18th June whea 1
pair esteblished a Dest &1 the ertificial bank, mnd successfully bred,
Wheatear - only 7 peirs nested but, smaziogly, all produeced 4 or 5 young
despite the westher.

Other birds of mote wore = the first rTecord for the Reserve of Little Egret
which was briefly seeq op the river oo 18th April and later reported &t
Inmgeoess; & single immature fepale Long-tailed Dock stayed from 27th May wnril
Bt least 1Tth August; and & female Marsh Harvier seen regularly from 24th July

A g2 7 A et untii 12tk August

The autumn migrstion kas so far been dissppointing with the exception of o flock
cf 56 Curlew Saodplpers in mid-Avgust,

apart, the summer was sost mesorable for the large nusbers of Painted Lady Butterfliies char
wis the commones: species throughout May ana early Jume, and was Irequently seeso battlicg egalnst
Enle force wimds.

(Praw.tgs here by Barry Yares)
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WORE PARTY. Barry Yatecs.

Sundzy, Z5th September 1985, to teclnde islend enlsrgement and weeding, aod landsceping of the new
Wader Ponl., Mest at 10pm at the Ipformetion Cemtre, and briog lunch, Trubber boots, work gloves,
plus @oy other useful gardening tools such &S5 rakes or spades, etc., 1f you care to come later ino
the afierscon, then please pect out oo the Baserve where work will be going on.
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HETT LEVEL COUTFEE MORNING. Liz Blackwell.

This Coffea Morping was well attended 57 Frignds, their frionds
and megbera of the public at Brosdlunds, hose of Berpird aod
O1unp Flack, at Pett Level ooe Saturday ot the eod of Jope.

Their spacious bupgmlow provided an excellant settiag for the
=2tully of brinp-and-buy, cakes, children's dresses, ganes, plants,
tombaia asd of coussa mesbership with Ressrve salesd goods. The
chiidrer enjoyed chesing the semi-tame wild rabbit round the
gatinn which 1s so pescefully set with frees znd a waterfall.

An intrepid group followed the Nature Trail dp over the cliffs
aad dowp through Yarsham Yalley, soting ell the points of wildiife
joterest aloag the way.

Mearly 200 vas added to the funds of the Frioods of #ya Herbour
Narurs Deserve. Thenks are due to all who attended, to those whko
woried so hord to make 1t a success and in perticular ro our hoats
far pliowing w8 To devestate thelr bome that day.

i1 you would like to hold n Coffzs Morning oo bebalf of the Friends, to help -aise
atr funds, thes plesse cootact the Commutiem [sae Newsletter bhesding), and we will be h=appy to
hely you aod of give sivice. Thank wou.

{Drawings oo this page by Viv Cecil)
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OUIDED WALNS FOR MEMBEES OF THE FRIENDS.

These will depert st 10am {rom the Information Centre io the Martello Towsr carpark. Briang sultable
gutdue= clothing including rubber boots, as well as lunch mnd bigpoculars. Dates are as follows:-

Saturday 13th Ocrtober 1885 Sundsy ist Decenber 1285,
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FADER PQOL. Ange & Barry Yates.

Very many thanks to all of you that supporTed the raifie for this oroject, it raised almost S1,500
and will enahls the Friends to mske = good job of the Pool, with the added advantege of getting the
sost powarful eleciric fence upit.

The winping ticket was drown st o packed Anmual Genersal Meeting in =ha Fincheldes Ecach Village Hall,
and so the quilt wes woa 9y ¥rs. ¥alker of Oxted. 15 other prizes zara alsoc wom.,

Alrendy the ares for the Popl Qes Desn levelled and retaining eobaskserts positicoed, Inro this the
Sauthern Water Adthority has deposited 240 Torry loeds of river mud. This irmediately attrocted Sany
proods nf Redshank, Ringed Plover aod Oystercatcher; Whem thege had flown, it w=za then possible ta
srart landscaping the srom asnd o date toewe is @ s=ction of shallow water about a fifth of the Pocl
size, 1t LS proviaog very attTactivs to wadsrs, bolding up te 7 Coemon Sandpipers, 20 Danlin, nnd
singls Greenshank, Whisbrel, Spips end Little Stinz. The Peol has slso beea visized by Sheiduck and
Taal.
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RESERVE SnLES ITEMS.

The 1884 Annusl Heport is now svalleble and contaics over 70 pages, peckad with details of a zost
exuitisg year. It coets £1 (plus 22p postage, please send a LARGE #=1f addressed sovelope).

4 naw car nticker is oow availanla, featuring a flying Little Term oo £ blue background, wiihk the
=ords RYE HARDOUE NATURE AESERVE. DPrica 30p (plus postage).

fioth of these items are avellable from the Werden, ses address in Newsletter heading.
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FUND-RAISING EVENT. Ian R-D.

Sach aptumm the Friends Soid & publiz event oot saly to raise funds Zor the Reserve, but also to
ATCrRCT oew oesbers aod to Sake mere people mware of the velushle part that the Heserve plays in
sarure conservel'os in the Southenst. This year we hope to interest people froa a different ares,
211pghtly furiber afield them ovr noraail sres of opsracicns. Harturally, we hope that some of our
roguinr supporters #1111 rlsc be adle to joia us To help sprean the message decper fanto Eenc, where
we already Have some seshers, but we would like to gain zeay =ore by preseating a visual image of
the 1ife of the Heserve — -ts anieals and plants - cao background kabizat and how it has evolved -
i*s mansgement and probiems - aod what the visifor cAD GEe:

Wildlife of Rye Harbour
Nature Reserve

A a3lids 11lustrated lecture with disaciviag projeciors
acd ‘several lecturers.

- i Seturday, 26th Dctober 1885, ax 7.30pm
Seehe 4 orsal e in the Leckie Fall, Southlands School, New Romney.
Purther detalls and lesflats available nearer the tizme.
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