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Deci Friends,

Mich is harrening on the Reserve cnd the surrovcding ared which mekes up the officially
dezignated 5ita of Spoiizl Scientific Inter (3551), Thiz £3557 zom3srises the arsa bounded
oy Ehe Sea, tha lother, the hva-dipchelsea Rococ and the Wiachelsss Seachs. the sares viicn over
e cgpturies since the presi -storm i She lafe 13th centusy, his basn Fiiled with (he
hL;hﬂasive gravel ridres which heve 1z2ft Kye and Wizcbhsises i h Zaod dry,

Tp till now the Rescrve has consisted zloost antirely of the epasesl shingle strip but
racently the two lavye farns, Cestle Jurm and [larbour Farm have chingad -hands and Eha prospac
is now good for these two iamportaat aress conine inteo taz leszrves This will o=ke no
differonce to the CGensrzl FPublic; dccess wiil still be limited Lo chie stisting public foot-
patis &nd farcing will contisue &s nowe Ono the othor hend the darden will have unrascricted
&ccess to & lerpe part of che 5851 end he, with the lknzgeneat Cormittez, will be cble to
agvise thne owners on 4il mutZers coucected wita preserving th o haditat, jrevel extraction
anc any other development of the a&rea, Ilarbour Jamm is of particulzr i portence as it
io7indas the srovelfpit extending into the Teroery cool &ni cths whols -:':-f; the Porth Slore,

3 of wuich today is part of the Keserve, Dut, and there's cli=ys a but, the remaiaing
cz=vel pits 2nd pools are none of thas part of these two roperties, whilzs there is no
coacern over tnz Lonz and Harrow piis, stratchiag from behind tiie wateh Cottage eastyard to
natrdy Ave icroour Church, &5 loay =5 they rs ain under tuzir pressnt ovnership sone form
of agresssnt to safagzuard their future is nexded, Tais is porticuloerly so 2s the only other
guBtatantial weter arsuds ove on the Costle deter Estste wideh hes alroacdy lodeed 4 planniag
apnlication Defore the Rothier District Council, This sccks permission to usc the rously V
shaped piceeof witar Zor sziling cn thz western helf (3, of Cambeor (ustlie) and wter ski-ing

on the eastern half {roushly p-_r'llel with the Rye Harbour Rpad) wita & nine hole zolf course
between and to the sout of these two dreis.

I ctiach = copy of & memeorcndum which the Hanasessnts Loomittes had prepsred for the
County and Distyict Councils before it had lscrmed of the plaaningz apjlicetion. They have
si:ice bzen notified ond their views called for. 1 frel sure cll Jrienus will 2gree Lt on
our alresndy lerisely spoilad cosst, every eftort must be made to praveat this sacll but
eztranaly incortont cre2 from poiap the same way and witl supsort the FEngpemani Cosnittag
in ooposing this cuvlicction.

Finally you will hove aoticed the Infori<tioa Centre is mow counlste even though Cae
éizpleys hive not yet been finisiad., It is gessrclly felt that it looks extreoiely well,
cwen if some of the more cs=rpin, critics (such s your Cheiracnl!) f:el the roof could heve
baen more nactly ribbed 2nd conscructed,

& osmall officicl epening is boing pleined for the sarly Surmer., 1o ths oecatince tie
Warden has the key and can =t least talk to visiting partiss under cover and out of the
3last of Aye Tirbours ar-parently perpetuzl winter silss.

Tours si ingzrely,
C./“; l..\.-'v*:\j:‘_r/
\.suy Cr;"f‘t‘:'.!

Cheirman



FROM TZZ WARDEN - AUTUI '77

The nild westier of lest winter certainly wes well within the trand of recenkt ysars but
chis sumner-in conlasy to toe summers we've pol used to, wes cold and never really separated
itself from the oiid winter trend,

The cold north-esasterly winds which predominzted throurhout the spring £nd edarly summer
had litile effect on the incoming mizrant birds but as tine progressed and thoz cold yeather
continued sipns were noted in m&ny a&reas, particularly cos:stsl, of the poor brz=ding success
of wader species, i.e. finged Flover and Redshenk, and of unusuel bzhaviour by predatory
spacies such &3 Kestrel and Liccle Oul which, appirently bewvino diffieculty in Finding Eaeir
more usual prey reverted to the more sisily available source of zdzr chicks, wesk for want
of invertebrate food which having boen slowed in develogmeni by coatinual cold weather, 28 not
in abundanece until fuite late on.

Meay visitors to the rasarve remarked on the scarcity of butterfliss and dragonflies and
the virtual abscnece of esrly pollinating insects. Onc iasect however did oceur in nundars,
in faet huge numbers,; wave after 1@ve of then arrived off the ses during tha sucser - last
year ‘the yecr of the lacybdirds’, this yesr 'the yesr of the noverflizs', but toe striénge
thins about thess hoverilies was their dopiness; I don't taink lbve ever sacn such & slugiish
hoverily,- Mot & haslthy position to bz in when escer birds ars fecding hungry mouths. lany
socon fell easy prey to the more guicl-witted birds who lecrat that these fli=s, evelvad to
look lilke wasps in thsir ysllow and black banded colouration, had no sting.

On the sesszve the nesting birds went siead 2s normal deszite ths cold winds anc exrly
lozsas, OUOystercatchers, :iinzed :lovers and fedshanks stru sled on Lo cefr tiheir young
against an additional thrazt, as if the cold wind weren't enoun., of & marauding faiily of
@y ias with @ specific taste for younp wa ers, Coomoa Teras failed to set:le and nast on the
islands &t Ternery EFool due to hizh weter levals and the occugation of the islands Ly loafing
immature pullss GSood success howsver wes had by ctie Coomon ferns &i lorth loint Lit cfter
hoving 2 clos= eye kast over taea by the siaff of samey .ozdstone, zravel extivaction conpany
and voluntary wamtchers at weekends, Little Tems got off to & pood start with 1o pairs, the
best numbsr for maay yedrs, in a very scaciered colony. Howsvar predation of eop s occurred
in June and despite 2ttempts to re-nest the final nuaber of youn; resred was typical of
recent years, Expericsnts wsrs mace using slectric feacin; to protect nzstinz tams from
foxas and other ni ht predators, this proved gquice inter=siting &nc il is hopad to amploy
this additional met.od of zrotection onm & lstcer scale next sedson.

Flants on the Tosarve h8d & bSumper yesr, & reflection of last y=ers extraordinarily
high smount of sz2d and this years cool climate keening the ground froa dgfng outs The
result beins @ profusion of Sea Kale, Viper's 3ugloss, Jdeaked Hawksdeard, Ivy-leaved Ioadflax
Red Valericn and 3ird's Foot Trefoil to n2ame just a few,

The contrust betwsen the blealness ol che reserve in winter and the colourful array of
fiowers and callins birds in surmer, is indeed o transformetion. Durin; che past few weelks it
is this winter bleakness thet h3s become incresesingly asparent, the sirds wiien coms to us in
Sunmer to nest have nearly all gone, just 2 few Swellows and Jheatears linger on for an extra
fer days before following their kind to tleir respoctive winter querters in .ifrica, liny are
young and meking the trip for the first time, mEay won't m2ike it to Afriea, leot alone bacl
hare to brzed n=xt year.

As they leave, the winter birds arrive; Recwin.s, Jieldfarcs, ducks and swans, marking
the completion of 2 szasonal cycle from whea 1 first sat eyes on the siingle ridges of dye.

Yours zincerely

Richard imight



